[New TNM classification (AJCC 2009) and the pathological significance of sentinel lymph node biopsy in malignant melanoma].
The novel TNM staging system (AJCC, 2009) has some new aspects on pathological microstaging of malignant melanoma. It highlights and reflects the importance of vertical growth phase of these tumors. Furthermore, the morphometrical evaluation of sentinel lymph nodes (SLNs) is more important than ever since, according to the new classification, even the presence of isolated tumor cells means more advanced stage.